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and limitless joy, pursues tKe Path of Good and per-
forms sacrifices advised and sanctioned by the Sastras.
Here Lord Death is hinting at the ephemeral nature
of even the ethereal joy when it is compared with the
truly Eternal and the Infinite.
The offices of Indra, Sun, Moon, Varuna, Agni,
Vayu, etc., who were the only Gods of form known
to the devotees of the Vedic Period, are all appoint-
ments given to such Egocentric Jivas who. during
their existence as mortals, have pursued such life and
performed such actions with a desire to gain these
appointments (Padavies) and so, in order to enjoy the
fruits thereof, they have come to identify themselves
to be these office-bearers. This is the general philos-
ophic belief of all schools of philosophy, especially,
of Vaiseshikas. Lord Death is here providing the
source of authority for this belief of our philosophers
when he says that he has in his mortal days performed
the Nachiketas Sacrifice and has therefore come to
adorn the chair of Lord Death.
"'I have obtained the Eternal." It is only a rela-
tive-eternity that is meant here. Compared with the
hourly death in the mortal plane the office of Lord
Death, which is generally continuous and unbroken
till the deluge (PraJaya), is Eternal indeed.
In short, Lord Death, comparing Himself and
His own ideas at a time when He was Himself a seeker
like Nachiketas, expressed His deepest appreciation
for the extraordinary and blessed Viveka (discrimina-
tion) and Vyragya (detachment) in his disciple.